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Frem tbe Pennfylvania Independsnt Gazstissr.
PHILADELPHIA, Mgy 3.
mx‘;‘N Tuefday laft the general meeting of the

Pt fociety of the Cincinnati, which had con.
¥ O vened in this city on the 3d inftant, and at
X 5 which his Excellency General Wathington
$¢ XXX 3¢ prefided, having accomplithed their bufi-
nefs, adjourned without day.

We are authorifed to intorm the public, that the fol-
Jowing are the names of the gentlemen who attended
as delegates from the refpeétive ftate focicties, viz,

New-Hampthire. Colonel Dearborn,

Maffachufetts, Major general Knox, colonel Hull,
major Sergant,

Riode ifland. Colonel Ward,

Conne&icut. Colonel Trumbull, colonel Humphrys,

New-York. Brigadier-general Cortlandt, colonel W,
$. Smith, captain Fairlie,

New . Jerfey. drigadier - general Dayton, colonel
Brearly, captain Ogden, captain Dayton. Lo

Pennlylvania. His excellency prefident Dickinfon,
brigadier - general Moylan, colonel Rotinfon, major
Bowen, captain Claypoole.

Delaware. Do&or Tilton, Major Moore.

Maryland. Major-general §mallwood, brigadier-ge-
peral O. Williams, colonel Ramfey,

Virginia. DMajor general Weedon, colonel Heth, co-
lonel H. Lee.

North. Carolina, Major Blount, major M‘Rea.

south-Caralina. Colonel Wathington, colonel White,
major Turner. ‘

Geurgia, Major Cuthbert, major Lucas.

Before the adjournment of the gencral meeting, the
following gentlemen were cleéted to the offices arfixed
t their %evcral names, Via.

His Exceliency general Wathington, prefident.

Maior general Gates, vice-prefident.

Major-general Knox, fecretary.

Brigadier-general Williams, affiltant fecretary.

We are happy in being able to gratify the public cu.
riofity, which has been confiderably excited on this oc.
cafion, by communicating in this paper the circular let.
ter, addrefled by the general meeting to the different
flate focieties. As the charatters who compoted this
convention are well known to their countrymen, an: as
the realons which influenced their condu& from fiift to
laft are before the public, we forbear to anticipate the
opinions of our readers by any comment of our own.

(CIRCULAR.)
To the STATE SocizTy of the CINCINNATI,
In

GENTLEMEN, e,

WE, tue delegates of the Cincinnati, after the moft
nature and deliberate difcuffion of the princip es and
tbje&s of our fociety, have thought proper to recom
mend, that the encioted, *¢ Inftitution of the fociety of
the Cincinnati, as altered and amended at their. firlk
mecting,” thould be adopted by your fate fociety.

In order :hat our conduét on this occafion may ttand
approved in the eyes of the world, that we may uot in-
cur the imputations of obftinacy on the one hand, or
levity on the other, and that you may be induced more
cheerfully to comply with our recommendation, we
beg leave to communicate the reafons on which we have
acted.

Previous to our laying them before you, we hold it a
duty to ourfelves and to our fellow citizens to deciare,
and we call Heaven to witnefs the veracity of our de-
claration, that, in our who'e agency on this fubjeét, we
have been a&tuated by the purelt principles, Notwith.
ftan ling we are thus confcious for ourielves of the rec-
titude of our intentiors in inftituting or be.oming mem-
bers of this fraternity; and notwithftanding we ave
tonfident the higheft evidence can be produced from

—your paft, and will be given by your future oehaviour,
that you could not bhave been influenced by any other
motives than thofe of friendfhip, patriotifin, an‘1 bene.
volence; yet, as our defigns, in fome relpeéts, have
been mifapprehended ; as the inftrument of our affocia-
tion was of neceifity drawn up in a hafty manner, at an
epocha as extraordinary as it will be memorable in the
annals of mankind—when the mind, agitated by a va.
riety of emotions, was not at liberty to attend minutely
to every circumftance which refpected our focial con-
ne&ion, or to digeft our ideas into fo con.eﬂ‘a fn_:rm as
could have been withed ; as the original inftitution ap.
peared, in the opinion of many rel eétable charatters,
to have comprehended objeéts which are deemed in-
compatible with the genius and (pirit o! the confedera.
tion; and as in this cafe it would eventually fruftrate
our purpofes, and be produive of conlequences which

~ we had not forefeen—therefore, to remove every caule
of inquictude, to annihilate every fource of jealouly, to
defignate explicitly the ground on which we wifh to
ftand, and to give one more proof that the late officers
of the American army have a claim to be reckoned a.
mong the moft faithful citizens, we havea reed that the
following material alterations and amendments thould
take place; that the hereditary fucceffion thould be abo-
lithed—thatall interference with political fubjets thould
be done away—and that the funds thould be placed un.
der the immediate cognizance of the feveral legiature:,
who thould alfo be requefted to grant charters for more
effeCtually carrying our humane defigns into execution,
In giving our reafons for the alteration in the firft ar-
ticle, we muft afk your indulgence, while we recal your

attention to the original occafion which induced us to
form ourfelves into a Society of Friends. Having lived
in the ftricteft habits of amity, through the various
ftages of a war, unparalleled 1n many of its circum-
ftances; having feen the objets for which we contended
bappily attained ; in the moment of triumph and fepa-
ration, when we were about to aét the laft pleafing- me-
lancholy fcene in our military drama—pleafing, becaufe
we were to leave our country poffcfled of independence
and peace—melancholy, becauie we were to part, per-
haps never to meet again~—while every breaft was pene-
trated with feelings which can be more eafily conceived
than defcribed 5 while every hittle a& of tenderne(s re-
curred freth to the recolletion; it was impoffible not
to with our friendthips thould be continued ; it was ex.
tremely natural to defire they might he perpetua ed by
our poiterity to the remotett 2ges.  With thete impret-
fions, and with tuch fentiments. we candidly contefs
we figned the inftitution. We know our motives were
irreproachable—but, fjading it apprehended by many
of our countrymen, that this would be drawing an un-
juftifiable line ot difcrimination between our deicend-
ants and the reft of the cummunity, and averle to the
creation of unneceffary and unpleafing dittinétions, we
could not hefitate to relinquith every t%ﬂng but our per-
fonal triendfhips, ot which we cannot be divetted ; and
thofz acts ot beneficence, which it is our intention thouid
flow tiomn them.

With views equally pure and difinterefted, we pro-
pofed to ufe our colicétive influence in fucport of that
government, and confirma‘ion of that uaion, the efta-
biifhiment of which had engaged {o contiderab’e a part
of our lives; but, learning, from :-varicty ot informa.
tion, that this is deemcd «n Gfii.ious and improper in-
terference, and that it we are not charged with having
finifter defigns, yet we are a:cu'-i o' arrogting tuo
much, and affwning the gua-diantihip of the urernss of
our country. Thus circumitanced, we could not think
of oppufing ourieives to the cuncitring opiniens of our
feliow-citizens, however tounded, or of giving auxisty
to thofe, whote happinefs it 15 our inteicit and Guty to
promote.

We come next to fpeak of the cnaritable part of our
inftitution, which we eiteein tne b-fisot 1t. 8y placing
your fund in the nands ot the ieg:tlature of your ftate,
and letting them fee the applicanion is to the bett of
purpofes, you will dem-nitiate the i.tegrity of your ac-
tions, as well as the reétirude of your principles; _and,
baving convinced them your intentions are «nly of a

" frienaly and benevolent nature, we are mducea to he.
lieve they will patroz. a defign, which they cannot
but approve ; that they will toiter the good diipofitions,
and encourage the bencficent aéts, o1 troe who are dil-
pofed to make ufe ot the moit eftectuai ani moit unex-
ceptionaile mode of relieving the ditreflzd.  For this
purpote, it is to be hoped that char:eis may be obtained,
in con‘equence of the apphications which aie diteéted to
be iade, It is alio juiged mott preper, that the ad-
miffion of members thould be tuhaitred to the regula.
tion of fuch chaiters; Uecauie, by thus u&ing in con-
tormity to the feutiments of government, we not only
give another inttance of our reiiance upon it, but of vur
difpofition to remove every fource of unesfinels refpeét-
ing our focicety. ]

We trult it has not e'caped your attention, gentle.
men, that the only objets of which we are defirous to
preterve the remeinbrance, are ot fuch a nature, as can-
not be diipleafing to our countiymen, or unprofitable
to pofterity. We have retained, accordingly, thofe de-
vices which recognite the manner of returning to our
citizenthip ; not as oftentatious marks ot dilcrimination,
Lut as pledges of our friendfhip, and emblems, whole
appearance will never permit us to deviate from the
paths of virtue. and we preiume, in this place, it
may not be inexpedient to inform you, that thefe are
confidered as the mott endearing tokens ot friendfhip,
and Leld in the highett eftimation, by fuch ot our aliies
as have become entitled to them, by having contiibuted
their perfonal fervices to the eftablithment of our inds-
pendence—that thefe gentlemen, who are among the
firt in rank and reputation, have been permitted by
their fovereign to hold this gratetul memorial of our re
ciprocal aﬂ'ef\iom-—and that this fraternal intercourfe is
viewed by that illuftrious monarch, and other dittin.
guithed charalters, as no fimall additional cement to
that harmony and reciprocation of good offices, which
fo happily prevail between the two nations.

Having now relinquithed whatever has been found
objettionable in our original inftitution ; having by the
deference thus paid to the prevailing fentiments of the
community, neither, as we conceive, leflened the dig-
nity nor diminithed the confiftency of charalter, which
it is our ambition to fupport, in the eyes of the prefent
as well as of future generations; having thus removed
every poffible objeétion to our remaining conneéted as
a focicty, and cheriﬂling our mutual frindthips to the
clofe of life; and having, as we flatter ourfelves, re-
tained, in its utmoft latitude, and placed upon « more
certain and permanent foundation, that primary article
of our affociation which refpe@s the unfortunate; on
thefe two.great original pillars, FRIENDSHIP and
CHARITY‘, we reft our inftitution ; and we appeal to
your liherality, patriotifm, and magnanimity—to your
condu@ on every other occafion, as well as to the pu.
rity of your intentions on the prefent, for the ratifica.
tion of our proccedings. At thé fame time, we are
happy in expreffing a full confidence in the candour,
jutice, and integrity, of the pablic, that the inttitution,

as now a'tered and amended. will be perfeétly fatisfaca
tory, and that aéts of leguflative authority will foon be
pafled to give efficacy to your benevolence,

Before we conclude this addrefs, permit us to add,
that the cultivation of that ainity we profefs, and the
extenfion of this charity, we flatter ourfelves, will be
objeéts of fufficient importance to prevent a relaxation
in the profecution of them—to diffufe comfort and iup=
port to any of our unfortunate companions, who have
feen better days, and merited a milder fate—to wipe
the tear from the eye of the widow, who muft have
been configned, with her helple's infants, to indigence
and wretchednefs, but for this charitable inftitution——
to fuccour the fatherlefs—to refcue the female orphan
from d<ftru@tion—to enable the ion to emulate the vir=
tues of his father—will be no unpleafing tafk ; it will
communicate happinefs to others, while it increafes our
own; it will cheer our folitary refle®ions, and footh
our lateft moments. Let us, then, profecute with ar-
dour what we have inftituted in fincerity ; let Heaven
and our own confciences approve our conduét ; let our
ations be the beft comment on our words ; and let us
leave a .effon to poft: rity, that the gloiy of foldiers can-
not be completed, without aéting well the part of citie
2zns.

Signed by erder,
G WASHINGTON, prefident,

Philadelphia, May 15, 1784,

The INSTITUTION of the SOCIETY of
the CINCINNATI
as altered and amended at the'r fitft gensral meeting.

I T having pleafed t e SupreMe GoverNor of the
UNIVERSE, to give tucc-!s to the arms of our country,
aid 1o eitabiifh the UNITFD :TATS FRER and INDE-
PENDENT : Therefure, grateruily to connnemorate tnis
event—to inculcate to the iareft ages the cuty of laying
d-wn in peace, arms allumed tor pu lic dstenc), vy
forming an initicutian waich recogniics that m-ft ima
portant principle—to continue th. icutual friendthivs
which commenced under tae preilure of colamon dan
ger—and to eff.tu.ts the aéts ot beneficence, dictated
by the 1picit of brotherly Kkindne's towards thofz ofe
fizers any their families, who untortunately may be una
der tre neceflity of receiving t en; the officers o0 the
American army do hereby conit tute themiclves
into a SOCIETY OF FRIENDS: And, poilet-
fing the highelt veneratiua for the character or tnatil.
lutrious komas, Lucius QUINTIUS CINCINNATUS,
denominated themnfelves

THE :OCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI.

Sedtion I. The perfons who conftitute this Society,
are all the commiflioned and brevet ufficers of the army
and navy of the United “tates, who have ferved tutee
years, and who left the fervice with reputation ; all of.
ficers who were in aftual fervice at the con:iufion of
the war; ail the princ:pal ftaff officers o! the continental
army ; and tae officers who have been deranged by tie
feve.al ref lutions of cungrefs, upon the diferent re-
forms of the army.

Se&, {I. There ace alfo admittzd into th's fociety,
the late and prefent minitters of his Mot Chritiin 1.
jefty to the United States; all the generals an:d coion='s
of reciments and legions cf the land forces; al: tae
almirals and captains of the navy, ranking as coloels,
who have co-operated with the armies cf the Uaited
states in their excrtions for liberty; and fuch cther
perfons as have been admitted by the refpective itate
meetings.

Se&t. JII. The Socicty fhall have a prefideat, vice-
prefident, fecretary, and affitant-fecretary.

S:& 1V. There fhail be a meeting of the fociety, at
leaft once in three years, on the fi-it Monday in May,
at fuch place as the prefident thall appoint!.

T he 1aid meeting fhali contitt of tne aforefaid officers
(whofe expences thali be equaliy borne by the ftate
tunds) ard a reprefentation trom ach rate.

‘The bufine(s of this general meeting fhall be—to rea
gulate the diftribution* of furpirs-funds—to appoint of.
ficers for the enfuing term—2n1 to conform the bye-
laws of ftate me:tings to the general objeéts of the in-
ftituti n.

Se&. V. The fociety hall be divided into ftate meet-

ings. Each mgeting thall have a prefident, vice.prefi-
dent, (ec:ctar%and treafarer, reipeétively; to be
chofen by a majdtity of votes annually,

se&. VI. 7 he ftate meetings fhall be on the anniver.
fary of independence. They fhail concert fuch mea-
{ures as m1y conduce to the benevolent purpofes of the
fociety ; and the feveral ftate meetings fhall, at fuitable
periods, make application to their refpeltive legiflatures
for grants of charters.

§-&. VII. Any member removing from one fate to
another, is to be confidered, in all refpets, as belong-
ing to the meeting of the ftate in which he fall actually
ftfide. -
Se&. VIIL. The ftate meeting fhall judge of the qua-
lifi;ation of its members, admonith, and (if neceffary)
expel any one who may condutt himfelf unworthiiy

se@. 1X. [he fecretary of each ftate meeting fhall re-
gifter the names of the members refi'ent in ea. h ftate,
axd xg‘nfmit a copy thereot to the fecretary of the fo.
ciety.

Se&. X. In order to form funds for the relief of une
fortunate members, their wilows and orphans, each ofe
ficer fhall deliver to the treafuret of ths fate meeting
one month's pay.




